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and Matanzas and expected to produce major damage and communications blackout.

The previous Friday, Julio Ripoll WD4JR, Asst. Coordinator for Amateur Radio at NHC,

contacted Riley Hollingsworth K4ZDH, FCC Special Counsel for Amateur Radio Enforcement,

and explained the circumstances and importance of establishing a back-up communications link

and the fact that the Cuban Emergency Net is located in the CW (Morse Code) portion

of the U.S. 40 meter band, therefore requesting special permission to allow W4EHW to operate on that
frequency using single sideband (voice).

Mr. Hollingsworth understood the urgency and importance of our request and granted

permission without any hesitation. This was vital to our operations as it allowed W4EHW to
communicate directly with Cuban Hams and Havana Civil Defense to relay the Hurricane Advisories
and collect Surface reports, thus increasing the flow of information and the possibilities of saving lives.
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WA4EHW set up two simultaneous and continuously manned radio stations a eration.
The main station was on 20 meters on the Hurricane Watch Net and the second was on
the 40 meter band for the Cuban Emergency Net. The amount of information and operational demands
required two to three operators to man W4EHW at each shift.

Lionel Remigio KC4CLD volunteered to manned a third off-site monitoring station for
40 meters to collect information from Cuba. His very detailed reports were sent directly
to W4EHW via email and Fax and were considered a true asset to increasing the
effectiveness of the W4EHW operations. Lixion Avila, Hurricane Specialist at NHC,
was very impressed by the detailed reports and complimented Lionel's efforts.
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'NOAA 42 Hurricane Hunter Airplane

During Hurricane Michelle, WAEHW had conducted some pre-planned on-the-air testing

with the Hurricane Hunter Airplane, NOAA-42, as it made several eye penetrations and perimeter passes
as the hurricane was making landfall over Cuba. These experiments were planned to test the

effective frequencies to be used to communicate directly to the Hurricane Center as a back-up link.
Captain, Dave Tennesen NL7MT, was able to check into the Hurricane Watch Net, where Bob Botik K5SIV,
located in Texas gave Dave a very strong signal report (10db over S-9), however W4EHW could barely hear
the Hurricane Hunter. However, when we changed frequencies to 40 meters, W4EHW was able to
maintain a comfortable conversation with the Hurricane Hunter for several minutes as his signal was

very strong (20 db over S-9). The on-the-air tests were also important to test the HF antenna that was
replaced on the Hurricane Hunter airplane after loosing the previous antenna to a lightning strike.
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The following are someoftke-significant events and reports that occurred during our operations for Hurricane
Michelle.

http://www.fiu.edu/orgs/w4ehw/michelle-2001.htm 11/29/01
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warnings being considered for the next advisory and subsequently the level of

, Director of the National Hurricane Center, s
"Please relay my thanks to all

You all did a great job."
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of the Ham Radio operators that helped during Hurricane Michelle.
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